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1.  Write in your own words what you understand by the following 

sentence on page 44-45: They also began fighting for greater equality 

and wanted to change the idea of law from a set of rules that they 

were forced to obey, to law as including ideas of justice. 

Answer: The Sedition Act of 1870 was a turning point in the struggle 

for freedom in India. According to the Sedition Act any person 

protesting or criticising the British government could be arrested 

without due trial. 

Indian nationalists began protesting and criticising this arbitrary use 

of authority by the British. They also began fighting for greater 

equality and wanted to change the idea of law from a set of rules that 

they were forced to obey, to law as including ideas of justice. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, the Indians started asserting 

themselves in the colonial courts. 

The Indian Legal profession began emerging as a force to reckon with 

and the Indians demanded respect in the courts. Indians started using 

law to defend their legal rights. 

Indian judges began to play a greater role in making decisions. 

Thus the Indians played a major role in the evolution of the rule of 

law during the colonial period. 
 



• The Indian Nationalists advocated for greater equality for 

Indians before the law. 

• They also advocated bringing changes in the law which were 

derogatory and which were forced on Indians. 

2. Write in your own words what you understand by the term the 

‘rule of law’. In your response include a fictitious or real example of a 

violation of the rule of law. 

Answer: The rule of law is a provision of the Indian Constitution that 

states that all people in independent India are equal before the law. 

Every law is equal for every citizen in the country. Neither the 

President or any other high official is above the law. The punishment 

for any crime committed will be the same for every person, 

irrespective of post or power. For example if a Clerk is punished for 

corruption, the same punishment needs to be given to a higher 

Official or Minister for committing the same crime of corruption. 

3. State two reasons why historians refute the claim that the British 

introduced the rule of law in India. 

Answer: Two reasons why historians refute to claim that the British 

introduced the rule of law in India are: 

1. The colonial law was arbitrary 

2. The Indian Nationalists played a prominent role in the 

development of the legal sphere in British India 
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